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or not. The parishioners who pursued were right strong,
and had great help of lordship, and also, most of all, they
were rich men, worshipful merchants, and had gold
enough, that can speed in every need; and it is ruth that
need should speed ere truth.
Nevertheless, the prior who was their parson, though
he was poor, manfully withstood them with the help of
some of his parishioners who were his friends, and loved
the worship of their parish church. So long was this
matter in plea that it began to irk them on both sides,
and it was never the nearer an end.
Then was the matter put to my lord of Norwich —
Alnewyk — to see if he might by treaty bring it to an end.
He laboured this matter diligently; and to set it at rest
and peace, he proffered the aforesaid parishioners much
of their desire with certain conditions, insomuch that
they that held with the parson and with their parish
church, were full sorry, dreading greatly that they that
sued to have a font would obtain and get their intent and
so make the chapel equal to the parish church.
Then the priest who afterwards wrote this book, went
to the creature of whom this treatise maketh mention, as
he had done before in time of plea, and asked her how she
felt in her soul on this matter, whether they should have a
font in the chapel or not.
'Sir/ said the creature, 'dread ye not, for I understand
in my soul, though they should give [even]1 a bushel of
nobles' they could not have it/
'Ah! Mother/ said the priest, 'my lord of Norwich
hath offered it to them on certain conditions, and they
1 Word missing in MS.
8 The value of a noble was six shillings and eightpence.
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